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that the company at her table might be the more
numerous. After all the Princesses, Prince Henry,
Prince Frederick of Brunswick, and the Prince of
Holsteinbeck, had been invited, and taken their
places, Mademoiselle Bishopswerder, the maid of
honour who regulated the party, named Count
d'Esterno. The Queen then, perceiving Lord
Dalrymple, beckoned him, and at the same
moment desired him to sit down. The am-
bassadors of France and England were the only
foreign ministers that were of the party, so that
Princes Reuss and Romanzow were now excluded,
as they before had appeared to have been
favoured. It would be difficult to imagine any-
thing more awkward, or more inconsistent; and
this increases my regret at remembering that
Count d'Esterno thought himself obliged to take
offence on the first Court day of the Queen; for,
after the absurdity of yesterday, I can see no
possible hope of reparation, which would not be
slovenly daubing.

I am certain, however, that, far from wishing
to wound, they were desirous to heal; and, to
treat the subject less petitely, I am persuaded it isnot a private party, in orderresent, to pro-Rhemsberg, tie Lake
